SHANGRI-LA

IN THE VALLEY

INTERIOR DESIGNERS MARK WEAVER AND DARRELL P. WILSON,
CREATE AN EXTRAORDINARY HOME
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The entryway features an antique Portuguese
center table and a painting by Lorser Feitelson.
The chandelier is rock crystal grapes by Paul Ferrante.

BELOW
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T T HE T O P O F A L O N G R OA D I N TH E

heart of the Santa Ynez Valley lies a
private Mediterranean-style estate that is
warm and elegant at every turn, inviting
all who enter into an extraordinary
garden oasis.
Bill and Jan Sanger, founders of the
Sanger Family of Wines, enlisted Los Angeles-based designer Mark Weaver to transform an existing home on their sprawling
vineyard and olive grove into an exceptional
residence, complete with spacious guest

house, charming outdoor dining spaces, an
extensive 3,000-foot underground wine
cellar with frescoes and meticulously
curated art and antiques - all while still
imparting a sense of intimacy.
Weaver, founder of interior design and
architecture firm Mark Weaver and Associates, set out to integrate the approximately 20,000 square foot home and its
extensively landscaped grounds with the
wider environs, bringing in the muted
greens of the adjacent olive trees, the
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Looking through the living
room to the entryway you will
see an 18-foot-high Specimen
Fig Tree from The Tropics, with a
stone container by Formations.
There is also an early 18th
century antique Italian chest
with rare inlaid stones. The
antique mirror above the chest
is Spanish late 18th century.
The living room chandelier is by
Therien and the sofa is by MWA
(Mark Weaver & Associates).
The coffee table from Ferrante
is topped by Italian Golden
Breccia Marble and there is also
a table featuring an iron base
with a petrified wood top. The
chairs are by Cache. Custom
drapery fabric and trim is by
Taffert. The marble sculpture
was purchased from a private
collection. Braided sisal carpet
by Aga John. Custom walnut
wood floors throughout were
designed by MWA. Looking
into the dining area, you will
see chairs, table, commode,
chandelier and sconces by
Therien.

LEFT
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BELOW A view of the pool area with beautiful Spanishstyle tile from NS Ceramic. Chaise fabrics are by Summit
and Glant. The occasional tables between the chaises are
petrified wood from Berber Imports.

ABOVE The kitchen features
Breccia Marble from Italy
and custom designed walnut
cabinetry by MWA, with
hardware from The Golden
Lion. The sink was carved
out of a single piece of black
granite. The bronzed metallic
ceramic tile on the splash is
from NS Ceramic in Santa
Barbara and the appliances
are by Wolf.
RIGHT Looking into the family
room, you will see window
fabrics by Jack Lenor Larsen
and a 12-foot-high Black Olive
Tree. The furniture is custom
designed by MWA. The Silver
Gilt stone lamp on the console
is from Jean de Merry. The
custom designed fireplace
screen is by MWA, inspired
by Giacometti. The console
table is made of corten steel
and custom made 3” slabs of
glass by MWA. The chandelier
was custom made by Paul
Ferrante.
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pallid gold tones of the surrounding hillsides, the rich browns of the
hefty oak trees liberally dotting the region. And throughout the five-year
process, he discovered that his clients were imaginative and collaborative, happily joining him in the creative process.
“We were fortunate to have clients who were so receptive to the ideas
that we were throwing out,” he said. “Their enthusiasm was so infectious
that it sparked more ideas.”
Among those ideas: creating a veritable Shangri-La of an outdoor
space, complete with English rose gardens, abundant fruit trees, handcarved rocks and boulders, fountains with sparkling rivulets of water.
Weaver and his principal designer Darrell P. Wilson, worked with architect Michael Eserts, and with Rodney Williams Construction. On the
landscaping, he worked closely with Puck Erickson, principal and
co-founder of Arcadia Studio based in Santa Barbara and Los Olivos, and
with Sergio Morales, master landscape contractor.
Moving through the lush gardens, visitors arrive at a majestic main
house rendered in an architectural style synonymous with Santa
Barbara - white stucco exteriors with burnished red tiled roofs, gracious
proportions, a multitude of hallways, entryways and porticos. Walking in
through the main double doors, guests find themselves standing atop a
glass floor. Peer below, and see the expansive wine cellar.
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“It has mosaic panels on the walls dating back a few hundred years,”
said Weaver. “There are rooms for wine barrels, a lounge, a full kitchen
and dining area, and even a gentleman’s lounge. It’s one of the highlights
of the house to be taken downstairs in the elevator and walk out into this
stellar wine room.”
The decor is detailed and thoughtful, featuring a mix of 18th century
antiques alongside modern pieces; Fortuny drapes fall to the floor, the
custom-made lighting from Paul Ferrante includes an elegant reference
to the wine-centric nature of the estate, fashioned as it is from clusters
of grape-shaped rock crystals.
Weaver says that his clients wanted to present plentiful surprises and
“magical spaces.” An old water tower was transformed into a destination
unto itself; guests can climb to the top to gaze out over the endless vistas
of vineyards, and partake of a private wine tasting. They can have a turn
on the bocce court, swim in one of the pools, or sit by the lake which has a
platform built over it to hold a small orchestra for when the family
entertains.
“As special as the property is, it’s still a family home,” said Weaver.
“Once you are there you don’t need to go out. Our philosophy is: you
can’t improve on the beauty of nature. So, you just embrace it. And that’s
exactly what we did.” CH

ABOVE The wine cellar
features a custom mural by
MJ Atelier. The fabrics on
the banquette and chairs is
by Clarence House. In the
center of the room is a 17th
century antique refectory
table.

A view of the wine cellar
kitchen, with antique stone
from France. Antique brick
from Italy was used for the
ceiling. The custom table is
by MWA. The kitchen tiles
are from NS Ceramic, while
the alabaster fixture is from
Paul Ferrante. The stone
floors of the wine cave are
from Exquisite Services.

LEFT

Bocce court
overlooking the vineyards
and olive orchards. The
statue is from the Sanger’s
collection and the stone
bench is by Formations.

OPPOSITE
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ABOVE Her master bathroom
features cabinetry by MWA
with two vitrines to display
her antique collection of
Lalique. The custom designed
tub was carved from one solid
piece of Onyx and the ceiling
is in a Borghese Gilt finish. The
drapery fabric is by Bergamo
and the slipper chair is by
Rose Tarlow.

The gravel path through
the Heirloom Rose garden
leads to an antique 18th
century Italian fountain.

RIGHT

The bed is draped in
Fortuny fabrics with custom
linens by E. Braun. Rock
crystal lamps are by Therien.
The artwork in the bedroom is
by Marc Chagall. Looking into
the sitting room, you see Art
Deco inspired mirrored panels
by MJ Atelier. The room
also features a natural hide
area rug from Mansour. The
fireplace screen is designed
by MWA and fabricated by
Ferrante.
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